KRISTEN MCDONALD RIVET

COMMITTEE ON AGRICULTURE

: Genesas Fasu C moar c=, Fisk Masacement,
Prose: (202) 225-3611 TN A .
3015 Sen 3 Congress of the Tnited States D NERAs TRy O
Touse of Representatives o P,

IMashington, DL 20515

April 22, 2025

Stephen Ehikian

Acting Administrator

U.S. General Services Administration
1800 F St NW

Washington D.C., 20006

Dear Administrator Ehikian,

I write to you again to express concern over the threatened closure of the Saginaw Social
Security Field Office. It has now been a full month since I reached out urging you to reconsider
your plans to close the office and requesting clarity on the situation, but I have yet to receive a
response. Your continued silence is causing concern among my constituents who rely on their
earned Social Security benefits to make ends meet.

As I have mentioned previously, this field office is a critical resource to the constituents
in my District who rely on their Social Security checks, and they deserve to know if you intend
to get rid of this support system. On March 4, 2025, the General Services Administration (GSA)
included the Saginaw Social Security field office on a list of federal properties targeted for
disposal,' only to hastily remove the initial list from your website the next day. Since then, the
GSA has been sporadically uploading new lists of properties targeted for disposal® with no
explanation or public notice. Because you have refused to provide a direct answer about the
future of the Saginaw field office, we have no way of knowing whether one of these
unannounced updates will include our region’s office. This lack of clarity or verifiable
information is causing increased confusion and further eroding the trust of residents.

My concern is particularly high because the possible closure of our local office is one of
several examples of the Administration threatening to make it harder, not easier, for seniors to
access their hard-earned benefits. Over the past six months, the average wait time for Social
Security calls has doubled;’® the White House is ending constituents’ option to receive paper
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checks;* and the Administration is withholding 100% of a recipient’s Social Security check if
they received an overpayment through no fault of their own.’ It is particularly damaging for the
Agency to concurrently implement these new policies while threatening to close the Saginaw
field office and restrict in-person resources.

Furthermore, I am deeply troubled by comments from high-ranking Administration
officials that undermine the validity of this program and disparage the seniors who rely on these
benefits to make ends meet. In a March 21, 2025, interview, Commerce Secretary Howard
Lutnick implied that only “fraudsters” would complain if they didn’t receive their monthly Social
Security check.® Secretary Lutnick, a billionaire, and his family members may not need their
Social Security benefits to get by, but a majority of the 137,730 seniors’ in Michigan’s Eighth
Congressional District do. In mid-Michigan, seniors depend on their earned benefits coming
on-time every month to keep a roof over their head, food on the table, and prescriptions filled. If
the SSA fails to send checks to my constituents, Washington will hear the outcry from Genesee,
Saginaw, Bay, and Midland Counties.

I write to once again demand an answer to one of the most-pressing questions I hear from
my constituents: what are your plans for the Saginaw Social Security field office in Saginaw,
Michigan?

Sincerely,

Yot I Donald Ronik

Kristen McDonald Rivet
Member of Congress
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